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What is social media? 

“Forms of electronic communication through 

which users create online communities to 

share information, ideas, personal 

messages, and other content. Examples 

include web sites for social networking and 

microblogging.” 

   - Merriam Webster Dictionary 



What is social media? 

“Social media are media for social 

interaction, using highly accessible and 

scalable communication techniques. Social 

media is the use of web-based and mobile 

technologies to turn communication into 

interactive dialogue.” 

   - Wikipedia  



What is social media? 

• “… and we‟d like to hear your best answer in 
140 characters or less to „What is social 
media?‟”     - Mashable 

– “Information funneled to users from all angles.” 
 - Sarah Thomson  

– “Social media is a multi-way platform where 
participants engage, converge and collaborate 
through multi social interaction” -Muhammad 
Jehanzaib 

– “In other words, you want us to give you ideas for 
something you should be doing. Lame.” - annom 



Social media  

 



Examples of social media 

• Facebook 

• Twitter 

• Poll Everywhere 

• Google Docs 

• Wikis 

• VoiceThread 

 

 

 Morgan Finley 



What? 

Why? 

How? 



What is                ? 

• Social Networking site 

• Contains pages for individuals, institutions, 

bands, stores, etc. 

• Can form groups of individuals for a 

common purpose or interest 

• “Friendship” is reciprocal 

• www.facebook.com 

 

http://www.facebook.com/


Why should you use  Faceboo ? 

• Your students are on Facebook 

• Privacy 

– Multiple accounts 

– Groups 

• Encourages peer-to-peer interaction 

• Free! 



How to use Faceboo : 

• Groups 

• Instructor account 

• Class page 

• Status updates with announcements, 

deadlines, etc. 

• Students post questions, answers, or even 

items (photos, artwork) for peer critique 

 





What is #Twitter? 

• Microblogging site 

• Send  140 character public or direct 

messages 

• Based on the concept of following 

• Follows are not reciprocal 

• Your followers receive what you tweet out, 

you receive the tweets of those you follow 

• Can also follow topics, sorted by hash tags 

• www.twitter.com 

 

http://www.twitter.com/


Why should you use Twitter? 
• Quickly rising in popularity 

• Not divulging personal information 

• Ease: can tweet from phone, computer, 

and tweets are automatically sent to 

followers 

• Free! 

 

 



How to use Twitter: 

• Use hash tags (#) categorize tweets 

• Tweet out announcements, deadlines, 

questions, links, etc. 

• Use in assignments or in class 

– Students tweet as if they were a historical 

personality/literary character 

– Students post comments, questions during 

lecture to expand on discussion 

 

 





Don‟t forget: 

You can copy-

paste this 

slide into other 

presentations, 

and move or 

resize the poll. 



What is Poll Everywhere? 

• Poll that can be answered from cell 

phones, twitter, and the internet 

• Set up as a slide, share on Facebook, 

Twitter, link to it 

• Students answer anonymously 

• Live results 

• www.polleverywhere.com 

 

 

http://www.polleverywhere.com/


Why should you use Poll Everywhere? 

• Interactive 

• Easy to create 

• Students can text during class 

• Instant information 

• Anonymous 

• Free! 

 



How to use Poll Everywhere: 

• Assess students over class material 

– Pretest 

– Review 

• Student opinion 

• Information gathering 





What are Google Docs? 

• Collaborative, editable documents stored 

on your Google account 

• Word documents, spreadsheets, 

presentations, drawings, forms 

• Private or shared (based on permissions) 

• http://docs.google.com 

 

http://docs.google.com/


Why should you use Google Docs? 

• Collaborative nature 

• Accessible from everywhere 

• Compatible with Microsoft Office 

• Edit in real time 

• Synchronous or asynchronous 

• Free! 



How to use Google Docs: 

• Group 

assignments 

• In class notes 

• Sign up sheets 

• Questionnaires 

• Link in courses 





What are Wikis? 

• Collaborative web pages 

• Editable by multiple users 

• Private or public 

• http://pbworks.com 

 

http://pbworks.com/


Why should you use Wikis? 

• Collaborative and editable 

• All files and pages are stored in the wiki 

• Allows for comments 

• Synchronous or asynchronous 

• Free! 



How to use Wikis: 

• Assign collaborative group projects 

• Encourage peer review using the 

comments feature 

• Build an online community using personal 

pages  





What is VoiceThread? 
• Voice-based 

discussion board 

• Use computer 

microphone, webcam, 

phone, or keyboard 

• Post images, 

documents, or use the 

“whiteboard” feature 

• http://voicethread.com 

 

 

http://voicethread.com/


Why should you use VoiceThread? 

• More interactive than just a written 
discussion 

• Discuss documents, art 

• Embed in WebCT 

• Make comments, draw diagrams, etc. 

• Increases interactivity 

• Nothing to download 

• Asynchronous 

• Free! 

 



How to use VoiceThread: 

• Classes with major online components 

• Post diagrams, artwork 

• Have students comment and reply using 

their voices or writing 





Engaging Your Class Through Social Media 

• Definition focused on collaboration, and 

the internet 

• Examples: Facebook, Twitter, Poll 

Everywhere, Google Docs, Wikis, and 

VoiceThread. 

• As instructors, we can use these media to 

engage our students. 
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ecrowell1@uco.edu 

http://cpdeconnect.pbworks.com/
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