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Social Influences 

The social role of the Online Instructor can 

influence: 

 

• Student Achievement 

• Attrition Rates 

• Course Satisfaction 

 
 

 

 

Kelly (2009) 



Misconceptions 



Attrition Rates 

Student Attrition Rates 

• Distance = 88.92% 

• Traditional = 92.09% 

Contributing Factors 

• Student engagement 

• Navigation of content 

• Self-motivation 

• Faculty connection 



Cognitive Engagement 

• Foster a Personal Connection 

 

• Establish ePersonality 

 

 



Adding ePersonality 

HTML 

Avatars Audio 

Video Green Screen Video 



ePersonality - HTML 

• Most basic – zero cost approach/minimal 

time 

• Informal text based approach 

– Quotes 

– Jokes (humor) 

– News flash 

• Can link blogs, wikis, or Google docs if you 

prefer 



This blog will be 

our informal 

space to write like 

we talk and let 

you see more of 

our personality! 

(Don't be scared. 

We are all very 

pleasant people.) 

 

…tutorials we 

create on the 

fly…and 

interesting tools 

and web sites we 

find along the 

way. 

 

Now what are you still doing on this page? Get moving to 

the Lesson to learn more about the eCDW. See you back 

here next week for more Guiding Notes. 



ePersonality - Audio 

• Simple and inexpensive 

• Style is informal and short  

• Recommended length is under 1 minute 

• Development time is minimal time 

• Requirements:   

– Quality headset with microphone ($65) 

– Sound Recorder (PC) 



Audio Example 



ePersonality - Video 

• Simple and inexpensive method 

• Style is informal yet reflects preparation  

• Recommended length is 1-3 minutes 

• Development time is minimal 

• Requirements:   

– Written script 

– Quality headset with microphone ($65) 

– Webcam 

– Windows Movie Maker 



Video Example 



ePersonality - Avatars 

• Creative caricature of the instructor 

• Development time is moderate 
 

• Requirements:   

– Written script 

– Sitepal.com (Platinum - $2,500/year) 

– Free version www.voki.com 

– Quality headset with microphone ($65) OR a 
phone 

 



Personality/EmbedExample.html


ePersonality - GreenScreen 

• Development time is moderate 

• Requirements: 
– Written script 

– Video shoot and production 
team 

– 10-15 minutes of production 
time for every one minute of 
finished video 

 

More extensive approach to communication 



C:/Documents and Settings/PTEC2007/My Documents/nCottle.mp4


Initial Setup Expenses 

• Chromo Key Green Background  
– Cost = $129.95 

• Borix FX Chroma Key Software 
– Cost = $299.00 

• Sanyo High Definition Camcorder 
– Cost = $349.95 

• Slik 700DX Pro Tripod Legs 
– Cost = $99.95 

• SanDisk 16GB Video HD SDHC Memory Card 
– Cost = $67.50 

• 4 Photo Flood Lighting Kit 
– Cost = $459.00 

• Shure Lavalier Microphone System 
– Cost = $299.00 

 



How do you add personality to your 

online courses? 

• ePacks? How do you personalize? 

• Voicethread 

• Ispring 

• Jaycut 

• Avairy 

• Screenr 

• Jing 

 

 



For more information 

 

id-cpde@uco.edu 

405-974-2420 

www.uco.edu/cpde 
 


